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Shannon Diodene – Pr inc ipa l  
Trac ie  Howes,  Nico le Weber —Ass is tant  Pr inc ipals  NOVEMBER 2019 

Upcoming Events: 
 
September 4—Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  
September 7—Labor Day/No School  
September 8—Bully Free Kick-Off Event—6:30 p.m.  
September 15—Fall Pictures-School Uniform must be worn 
September 21—Children’s Hospital “Boo at the Zoo” Fundraiser begins 

     As I reflect on the last few months, I am amazed at how much our students and school have accomplished.  The school year is 
certainly flying by and I can’t believe that Thanksgiving is almost here.  Thanksgiving is a time of giving and feeling thankful for the 
incredible experiences and opportunities in our lives.  Looking over the year, we have so many things to be thankful for.  I feel so 
fortunate to be the principal of our outstanding students, faculty, and staff at Norco Elementary School.  We are thankful for the in-
credible families and community that continuously support our school.  Two recent events that demonstrate the immense level of 
community support include our Grandparents’ Day and Parent Teacher Conferences.  We had close to 800 special guests attend 
Grandparents’ Day and 82% participation at Parent Teacher Conferences!  In addition, our community members are partnering with 
us during our Stakeholder’s focus groups to share input on some upcoming special events.   
     As social activist Howard Zinn once said, “Small acts, when multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world.” This is liv-
ing proof at Norco Elementary School.  We appreciate your trust and continuous support.  It is these acts that transform our world 
and give us the opportunity to help our young Eagles soar high!  In addition, we are extremely thankful for the support of the St. 
Charles Parish School Board; the Central Office staff; our Partner-in-Education, Shell Norco Manufacturing Complex; PTO; volun-
teers; our students; and our extremely dedicated faculty and staff.  Everyone’s contribution to our students’ success is evident on a 
daily basis.  We all believe in our motto at Norco Elementary School Where Every Lifelong Learner Excels and will continue to strive 
to make our school and community proud to be NES Eagles! 
     Please reach out to me if you have any questions, concerns, feedback, or compliments for our students, faculty, and/or staff.  We 
hope that you and your family have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday break. 
 
Best Wishes, 
Shannon Diodene, Principal 

November 6th Fundraiser items pickup  

November 7th Eagles Science & Technology 
Night 6:00 p.m.  

November 8th  Breakfast with a buddy—1st and 
4th grades 

November 8th  Wear pink, Destrehan, or Hahnville 
shirt w/jeans 

November 8th  Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  

November 11th-15th 4-H Thanksgiving Food Drive 

November 19th  Santa Pictures (Christmas Attire) 

November 20th  Student of the Month Breakfast 
9:00 a.m.  

November 21st Kindergarten Corn Feast  

November 25th—29th  Thanksgiving Holidays  

Rylee Marcel  was 
chosen as Student of 
the Year for Norco 
Elementary School!  
Rylee is a fifth grad-
er in Mrs. Snaken-
bergs class.  Con-
gratulations Rylee 
on representing NES 
as our 2019/2020 
Student of the Year!! 
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Parents/Guardians/Visitors, 
Each time you enter the school, you will be asked to present a valid state-
issued ID.  Everyone needs to check in to the main office once you are on 
campus.  At Car Rider pickup you will be asked for a picture ID as well.  

Attendance Requirements: 
ELEMENTARY students shall be in attendance a minimum of 
167 days a school  year.  Students may only be absent 10 days.  
ELEMENTARY students who accrue more than 10 absences 
will NOT be eligible for promotion.  Extenuating circumstanc-
es may apply.  For more information, please refer to the 2019-
2020 Student Code of Conduct District Handbook. 

 
 
Our Otis Spunkmeyer/Cherrydale fundraiser items will be delivered on Wednesday, November 6th.  
If your child participated in the fall fundraiser, items can be picked up between 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 

p.m. on Wednesday.  Thank you to all families that participated in our  
successful fundraiser!! 

We would like to congratulate the 
2019-2020 Student of the Year 
candidates for Norco Elementary 
School: 
 
* Beau Brouillette 
* Mallory DeGruy 
* Marlana Deville 
* Drake Jamieson  
* Shelby Labat 
* Jolie Lozano 
* Rylee Marcel 
* Matti Phillips 
* Carly Vicknair 
* Ashtyn Weber 
* Grant Williams  
 

 
Reminder: You may monitor your child’s 
progress on a regular basis through 
PowerSchool. Please contact the office if 
you have not yet created an 
account. The portal is unavailable each 
Wednesday evening beginning at 
approximately 8:30pm due to scheduled 
maintenance. 

Mrs. Vitrano’s second grade class enjoyed their field 
trip to the Bayou Country Children’s Museum. 



 

www.stcharles.k12.la.us                      

Page 3 NEWS FROM THE NEST  

Students were chosen for the month of  October for showing the character trait Responsibility.  
Front Row: Melianis Carrasquillo, Brea Tamporello, Blakely Smith, Amelia Marse, Ella Wagner, Jacob Bourg, Kyrah Jones, Bryn Gardere 
Middle Row: Haley Charles, Laila Martin, Anthony Webster, Cooper Pilie’, Logan Mangano, Troy Salisbury, Carter Canizaro, Journey Connor, 
Eli Wright, Landon Allen, Audrey Allen, Drew Rel 
Back Row: Joley Harris, Londyn Greely, T’iannah Anderson, Jacee’ Pate, Emmersyn Vicknair, Cooper Naquin, Landon Tregre, Priscilla Brouil-
lette 
Not Pictured: Makayla Hymel 

Kindergarten—Reiley Brayard, Jaelah Kenner, Allie Landry, Michael Lozano 
 
First Grade—Sawyer Billings, Andrew Donnelly, Addilyn Duhe, Ella Falgoust, Weslynn Magner 
 
Second Grade—John Daniel Hamilton, Zoe McAllister, Bentlee Piper, Juliana Tregre 
 
Third Grade—Rilynn Cousins, Madison Gorbach, Evelyn Skena, Connor Stolz, Caden Weber 
 
Fourth Grade—StevieLynn Duhe, Courtney Gardner, Ronchell Moore, Elliana Perez 
 
Fifth Grade-Gavin Brown, Samantha Maggard, Sadie McNulty, Cardae’ Smothers, Zadie Stowe      

Picture left: Students enjoy 
reading on the library deck 
with Mrs. Rudiger during 
their library enrichment.  

Pictured on right: 3rd grade 
students read 25 books.  
They are on their way to the 
100 book club goal!  
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We are almost finished introducing our Zoo-
Phonics animals and letter sounds.  Please con-
tinue to practice the alphabet letter names and 
letter sounds at home with the alphabet sheet 
given out at parent teacher conferences.   
     Young children come to school with differ-
ent types of pencil grips.  We are encouraging 
our students to use the Tripod Grasp.  This in-
volves three fingers to hold the pencil: Thumb-
kin, Pointer, and Middleman.  For more infor-
mation on supporting your child’s fine motor 
skills, please visit the following website:  
www.writeoutofthebox.com.   Click on the 
“Tips” tab at the top.   

 

 
 
 
     We couldn’t be more thankful it is November.  We 
are looking forward to our traditional Kindergarten 
Corn Feast on November 21st.  The students will learn 
all about the first Thanksgiving and how the Native 
Americans helped the pilgrims learn how to hunt and 
grow food.   
Our kindergarteners are beginning to read short 
phrases and sentences.  An “Out Of This World” read-
ing page has started to go home at the beginning of 
each week.  You can help your child become a suc-
cessful reader by having them practice reading each 
night.  Don’t forget to check the top of the Family Infor-
mation Guides each week for those super important 
sight words your child needs to be able to read quickly 
without having to sound them out. 
In Math, we will begin to learn all about numbers to 20.  
Students will learn how to identify those numbers; as 
well as learn various strategies to help count them in a 
circle configuration, scattered, arrays and in lines.  Be 
sure your child practices naming those numbers 11 to 
20 at home and around town.  We couldn’t be more 
thankful for your support at home! 

 
In Language Arts, we will continue to de-
scribe characters, setting, and events in a 
story, using key details. We will also work on 
answering key detail questions using text evi-
dence. Practice reading a story with them. 
Ask them questions about it and have them 
show you where they found the answer. In 
Writing, we will continue to write personal 
narratives. Your child will have to introduce 
their topic, recount two events, use sequence 
words, and provide some sense of closure. In 
Math, we will continue to work on addition 
and subtraction word problems. Please con-
tinue to go over class work with your child to 
reinforce what we are learning at school. 
Thank you for continuing to be so supportive 
at home! Have a happy Thanksgiving break!  
 
-First Grade Teachers  

        The fact that we are heading into the Holiday 
Season is unbelievable.  We have so many things to 
be THANKFUL for, such as our super second graders, 
wonderful parents and parental support, our spec-
tacular school and all its great resources.  This is a 
great time of the year to focus on gratitude.  Talk 
with your child about all the things that they have to 
be thankful for and why.    
     We have recently begun a new Core 
Knowledge domain: Early Asian Civilizations.  This 
unit focuses on teaching the historical and cultural 
facts which will provide students with a basic vo-
cabulary for understanding many events and ideas 
in history.    
     Our magnificent mathematicians will be learning 
a variety of addition and subtraction strategies, so 
that they can add and subtract through 1,000. 
Once they find a strategy or two that they are con-
fident in using and experience consistent success 
with, then those should be the strategies that they 
rely on to solve word problems.  Therefore, our other 
main focus for Module 4 is reading, comprehend-
ing, and solving one and two-step word prob-
lems.  We cannot stress enough how important this 
is.   
There’s a lot going on in second grade, so we need 
all of super second graders to come to school each 
day ready to learn! 
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     We would like to thank all who attended the 
first quarter parent teacher conferences. They 
were a huge success! The 4th graders at NES are 
working very hard in all of their classes! In ELA, 
the students are working on the Hurricanes Unit 
Culminating Writing Task. This writing is a narra-
tive about a character that experiences a hurri-
cane firsthand. Please discuss with your child the 
narrative they are writing. This will be their first 
summative ELA grade for Quarter 2. We will be 
moving into our second Guidebook Unit very 
shortly. The second unit is titled American Revo-
lution. The students are extremely excited to 
learn more about the American Revolution 
through reading and writing. For their Culminat-
ing Writing Task, they will answer the following 
question: Were the colonists justified in declaring 
their independence and fighting the Revolution-
ary War?  In Social Studies, we are moving along 
in Unit 3, which focuses on Governing a New Na-
tion. Please review any notes in their study bind-
er nightly. Our mathematicians are working in 
Module 3, focusing on strategies for multiplica-
tion and division. Please review math multiplica-
tion and division facts nightly.  They can use 
flash cards, find a video, or song that helps them 
to remember them. In science, we are excited to 
be investigating energy. Please discuss with your 
child about their daily learning and engaging ex-
periments! If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please communicate through their plan-
ner, email, or school phone. Thank you for your 
continuous support this year!  
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 We are thankful for our hard workers in 3
rd grade!  Our turkeys are gobbling up information 
each day.  We are moving into our second ELA 
Guidebooks Unit: Louisiana Purchase.  Students 
will read and explore literary and informational 
texts including quotes from primary sources to 
learn about the Louisiana Purchase and the char-
acteristics of pioneers during this time period.   
     In Social Studies students have examined how 
we learn about the past by exploring Poverty Point 
artifacts to discover how Louisiana’s first inhabit-
ants settled the area and researched the lifestyles 
of different Native American tribes around the 
state.   
     This month we will begin Module 3 in Math, 
which covers multiplication and division with 
units of 0, 1, 6-9, and multiples of 10. There are 6 
topics in this module, and we should be working 
on this module through December. Make sure 
your child is completing the assigned homework 
so they can reinforce skills taught in class.   
In Science we are currently in Module 2. We have 
been observing fossils to predict what the environ-
ment looked like in the past compared to the pre-
sent-day environment.  We will be observing or-
ganisms to determine survival needs.   
Let’s encourage the students to do their best each 
day until the well-deserved Thanksgiving break.   

     Your fifth grader has become a master of multiplication! We just finished up the first 
part of Module 2 with a summative assessment that focused on multi-digit multiplica-
tion. The second half of Module 2 will deal with division. Students will use various strat-
egies to solve multi-digit division problems. 
     In ELA, we are beginning the second unit. The students will read and analyze fiction 
texts that include Wonderstruck, Frindle, and Maniac Magee. Students should read 
Frindle independently at home.  In social studies the students will contrast their view of 
indigenous groups, and analyze historical documents to evaluate different perspectives 

on the interactions between the European explorers and the indigenous groups of the Americas. Our sci-
entists have been busy getting started in our new module on ecosystems. The students are learning what 
types of matter help plants grow and we are focusing on the Mangrove Tree's ecosystem. Next week our 
students will learn more about photosynthesis! 
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Parents, with our concert quickly approaching, please make sure your band student performs (without stopping) for you 
throughout the weeks. This will help them get a better feel for the performance aspect as well as give you the opportunity 
to hear their improvements. I also ask that all students practice their instrument everyday even if they only have 5 or so 
minutes available. Don’t forget to sign those weekly practice reports to be turned in at the beginning of every week.  
 
Below are a few pictures of our field trip to see The US Army Jazz Ambassadors play. 
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USING AND CHOOSING YOUR BACKPACK PROPERLY 
Backpacks are necessary for school, but if not used properly, they can cause muscle and joint strain leading to back pain. 

The majority of doctors recommend that children carry no more than 10-15% of their body weight in their backpack. If backpacks are 
not worn correctly on the shoulders and on both shoulders, the weight of the bag can pull the child backwards. This movement will 
cause the child to arch the back or bend forward at the hips compressing the spine. This unnatural compression may lead to shoul-
der, neck, and back pain. Children may also develop poor posture as well. 

As recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics when purchasing a backpack, there are several factor to consid-
er:   (1) a lightweight pack [example: canvas is lighter weight than leather]  (2)  two wide, padded shoulder straps  (3)  a padded 
back  (4) a waist belt and multiple compartments (to help distribute the weight in the pack evenly) 

Other tips to aid in prevention of injury from backpacks:  (1)  Lighten the load. Encourage kids to bring 
home only those books necessary for homework and not to fill the bag with unnecessary items.  (2)  Ensuring 
that the backpack is picked up correctly can prevent injury. Always bend at the knees and grip the backpack 
with both hands when lifting it to the shoulders.  (3)  Make use of all the various compartment in the pack; 
therefore, all the weight can be distributed as evenly as possible. Heavier items should be placed in the center. 

  
Nicole Schulin, RN                                                                       **information gathered from kidshealth.org 
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The Norco Elementary School faculty and staff are highly committed to providing a safe, nurturing envi-
ronment for our students to learn and grow. We have many programs in place to prevent bullying and 
conflict; as well as, promote positive social interactions between students.  We know that students learn 
best from modeling, daily interaction, and experience.  Every Friday, students have a Friendship Friday 
Morning Meeting tailored by class and grade-level that promotes cooperation, assertion, responsibility, 
empathy, and self-control.  Our Friendship Club consists of 4th and 5th graders that meet monthly after-
school to improve school climate as well. The Friendship club provides our upper class students the op-
portunity to participate in leadership roles while promoting positive character traits such as kindness, 
respect, and friendship.  Teachers and counselors implement restorative practices that promote positive 
social interactions and decrease negative or harmful behaviors. It is an approach to behavior that focus-
es on repairing harm done instead of simply providing punishments. In addition, the Peaceful School Bus 
Program promotes positive social interaction on the bus. One component of this program is that each 
bus is assigned a faculty member to check-in weekly and address any issues or concerns that arise.  If 
you would like any more information on any of the programs that we have in place at Norco Elementary 
School, please feel free to call or email us! We will highlight each of these with more details in the com-
ing newsletters! 
 
Your counselors, Mrs. Hermann and Mrs. Robert 

3rd	Grade	
Principals’	List—Audrey Allen, Lucas Gonzalez, Allison Marshall, Aaliyah Matherne,  Silas Pourciau, 
Harley Stoll 
Honor	Roll—Ford Black, Audrie Bourg, Caleb Bradley, Eldwyn Branch, Priscilla Brouillette, Kinsley 
Brown, Eli Campos, Alexa Camus., Jenna Carmouche, Colton Curlee, Layla Faucetta, Spencer Gregory, 
Marie Guilfou, Mason Herzog, Emma Lozano, Molly McNulty, Maleah Meunier, Sirandin Murray, Terrell 
Noel, Renee Preddy, Keaton Rich, John Rupert, Joseph Senia, Amari Smith, Ava Villere, Logan Wagner 
 
4th	Grade	
Principals’	List—Gabrielle Monk  
Honor	Roll—K’Von Bailey, Joseph Banquer, Eva Braud, Caleb Burst, NaJone Cammon, Londyn Greely, 
Brayden Hebert, Judah LeBlanc, Hayden McNeese, Leelan Moore, Caden Orgeron, Eve Preddy, Lucas 
Ray, Deuce Ryder, Blake Schexnayder, Reece Surmik, Sophia Tarullo, William Terrell, Kade Triche, Con-
ner Trosclair, Emma Vickers, Jacob Wagner, Jase Yoes	
 
5th	Grade		
Principals’	List—Marlana Deville, Peyton Howard, Drake Jamieson, Rylee Marcel, Reed Marse, Ashtyn 
Weber 
Honor	Roll—Beau Brouillette, Kate Damare’, Jeramy Johnson, Shelby Labat, Harley Landry, Brody Le-
Blanc, Jolie Lozano, Maddox Madere, Dalton Morris, Cooper Naquin, Avram Palmore, Matti Phillips, 
Madison Sarro, Celeste Steele, Logan Tregre, Carly Vicknair, Grant Williams  

Norco Elementary is excited to host our annual Science & Technology 
Night next Thursday, November 7th. This event is open to all families. 
Doors will open promptly at 5:30 p.m. and pizza will be served. We will 
have the DHS Robotics team, Wetland Watchers with plenty of exciting 
animals, door prizes, and so much more. Also, Wetland Watchers will 
be selling t-shirts and Gator prints if you and your family are interested 
in purchasing an item to support this group. If you haven't already, 
please make sure to send your RSVP slip back to school with your 
child.  We hope to see you there! 
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Norco Elementary Title 1 Family Center 
Together We Can Make a Difference  
Lacey Powers:  lpowers@stcharles.k12.la.us 
Phone: 985-764-8933 
Hours: 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  
Wednesdays & Fridays  
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How Can You Develop a Partnership With Your Child's Teachers and School Staff: 
Meet your child's teacher. 

As soon as the school year starts, try to find a way to meet your child's teacher. Let the teacher know 
you want to help your child learn. Make it clear that you want the teacher to contact you if any 
problems develop with your child. Talk with your child's teacher offers some great tips for developing 
a partnership with your child's teacher. 
If you feel uncomfortable speaking English, don't let a language barrier stop you. What you have to 
say is more important than the language you say it in! Ask the school to find someone who can inter-
pret for you. There may be a teacher or parent liaison who can help. Or you can bring a bilingual 
friend or relative with you. 
 

Get to know who's who at your child's school. 
There are many people at your child's school who are there to help your child learn, grow socially 
and emotionally, and navigate the school environment. Who's Who at Your Child's School describes 
the responsibilities of teachers, administrators, and district staff. Each school is different but this article 
will offer a general introduction to personnel of your child's school. 
 

Attend parent-teacher conferences and keep in touch with your child's teacher. 
Schools usually have one or two parent-teacher conferences each year. You can bring a friend to 
interpret for you or ask the school to provide an interpreter. You can also ask to meet with your child's 
teacher any time during the year. If you have a concern and can't meet face-to-face, send the 
teacher a short note or set up a time to talk on the phone. For more ideas about how to prepare for 
parent-teacher conferences, see Tips for Successful Parent-Teacher Conferences at Your Child's 
School. 

Desarrollar una colaboración fuerte con los maestros de su hijo y el personal docente 
Reúnase con la maestra de su hijo.  
Tan pronto como comience el año escolar, busque la manera de reunirse con la maestra de su hijo e infórmele que 

desea ayudar a su hijo a aprender. Dígale con claridad que si percibe que surge algún problema, usted desea 
saberlo inmediatamente. Hablar con la maestra de su hijo ofrece muchas ideas para empezar una colabora-
ción. 

 
Si lo necesita, utilice un intérprete. Por favor, no permita que la barrera del idioma le detenga. ¡Lo que usted tiene 

que decir es mucho más importante que el idioma en que lo diga! Busque a alguien en la escuela que pueda 
servirle como intérprete. Por lo general, podrá encontrar alguna maestra o enlace de padres que hable espa-
ñol. También puede pedirle a algún amigo o pariente que interprete. 

 
Aprende quién es quién en la escuela de su niño.  
En la escuela de su niño hay muchas personas dedicadas a ayudarlo a aprender, crecer social y emocionalmente, 

y transitar por el ambiente escolar. Quién es quién en la escuela de su niño es una lista selecta sobre el personal 
docente y administrativo así como las organizaciones a nivel de distrito. Cada escuela es diferente, pero este 
artículo le ofrecerá una introduccion general a las personas que trabajan en la escuela de su hijo. 

 
Asista a las conferencias de padres y maestros, y manténgase en contacto durante el año escolar. 
Las escuelas por lo regular ofrecen anualmente una o dos conferencias para los padres. Usted puede asistir con 

alguien que sirva como intérprete o puede pedirle a la escuela que se lo proporcione. Usted también puede 
solicitar reunirse con la maestra de su hijo en cualquier momento durante el año. Si algo le preocupa y no 
puede reunirse personalmente, envíe una nota corta o programe una charla breve por teléfono. Sugerencias 
para el éxito de las reuniones entre padres y maestros en la escuela de su hijo ofrece algunas ideas para 
preparar para estas reuniones. 
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Mrs. Cambre’s third grade class testing seawalls.  

Ms. Babineaux’s fourth grade class had a fabulous time presenting their Hurricanes Extension 
Task report on a hurricane that has affected the coast of Louisiana.  The students were able to 
practice research skills and speaking and listening during a presentation.  


